
Dear District Community,

Yesterday, we learned of federal budget decisions that include $350 million in cuts to grants
supporting Minority Serving Institutions nationwide. As dually designated HSI and AANAPISI
institutions, we are still assessing what this means for our District and Colleges specifically, and
California Community Colleges more broadly.

Meanwhile, we want to reaffirm our unwavering commitment to our students, our employees and
our community. We remain steadfast in pursuit of our values of Opportunity, Equity, and Social
Justice and will be working with the State Chancellor’s Office, other California Community Colleges,
and the many other institutions and organizations in the broad coalition that has coalesced in the
face of continued cuts and threats to higher education across the nation.

Historically, these grants have helped fund programs that provide additional support for student
achievement and success. At this time, the full impact on our campus is not yet clear, but we are
carefully reviewing the scope of these changes and will share updates as soon as we know more.

In the meantime, please know that the core academic and student support services our students rely
on will continue without disruption in the short term as we work to solidify their long-term future on
our campuses.

As we explore ways to sustain key programs, we will continue to advocate vigorously at both the
state and federal levels for the resources and supports that recognize the essential role Minority
Serving Institutions play in advancing educational access, equity, and economic mobility in the
communities they serve.

We agree with Mr. David Mendez, Interim CEO of the Hispanic Association of Colleges and
Universities, who stated, “This is not just a budget cut, it is an attack on equity in higher education.
The funds granted to HSIs have never supported only Latino students. These funds strengthen entire
campuses, creating opportunities and resources that benefit all students, especially those pursuing
STEM fields, as well as enhancing the communities where these colleges and universities are
located.”

As we learn more, we will continue to provide updates and remain transparent in our
communication.

In community spirit,

Dr. Beatriz Chaidez, SJECCD Chancellor

Dr. Vinicio López, EVC President

Dr. Chui Tsang, Acting SJCC President
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